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guerrillas, to drive deep wedges into the Nazi lines 
it has been unable so far to reduce any of the major 
German “porcupine” positions, such as Staraya Russa, 
Rzhev, and Kharkov. These appear to be too strong to 
be captured without the use of heavy guns. The first 
Nazi spring task will be to reestablish communications 
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with t itposts before the Russians can pound them PIERRE LAVAL’S ATTEMPTED COME-BA( 
into surrender. Meanwhile spring is also ipproa hing in proved a flop. Writing in the pro Axis Par 
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Sh 1 the coming German offensive musfir Hitler The chief credit for this setback to the leadi: 
v 1 undoubtedly urge his Eastern ally to deliver a collaborationist, as well as for the persistent { t 
tab in the back. The Japanese, however, are much more take” of the policy he inaugurated, should be 
to risk war with the Soviets if Hitler ceeds in think, to the French people as a whole. However | 
r the Red Army farther b On page 416 of this the Vichy government would like to work for 1 
G. A. Bor outlines a plan by which we might Order, it knows that collaboration cannot be 


not only develop an ¢ ffensive against Japan’s backyard reality so long as 95 per cent of the French 


but » reinforce Russia east and west. There have been opposed to aiding the Axis. Pétain does not 
many unofficial suggestions to the effect that Russia change his shaky popularity for the hatred and 


“ought’’ to lend us bases to use that is shriveling Vidkun Quisling. And this 
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1 torture in their rest revolt against the whole historic civilizatt 
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lization of France as d Spain was not a civil war but a pre liminary 
Hitler at \ | Department insists in the Nazi struggle for world supremacy. W 
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Id In appeasing the State Department should receive more objective 
t Vichy as roying the spiritual substance from Madrid than it has enjoyed in the recent past and 
ie allusts wu h Republic, less support for its appeasement policies. 








‘ \ 
r 

( 

C 

r ¢ 

( 

) 

O 

I? 





JATE PLAN FOR LIMITING PROFITS ON 


‘ t tory 
SS SALIST Ae Ly 


ts Would appeal » De CV 





ccept a pre I ri C [ th 
I 
Ci¢ S Gs i< i 
} + 
} } 
Cil e that wi | 5 
‘ ' 
LOL CACCCQ III: S ] of 
' 
1 contracts of than $ Both 
1 the H $ are « 
] ' 
if sea on  « 1 « 
e last war. | 
ell ts to pr 5 
I 
} } 
} ' 
4 ‘ s i 
1 f ] 
5S p Pee e' C IOr { Ait 1 
’ 
C 1Ur C ( ( ( ih 
| E> i > we I 
i I 
i Im OF ¢ > Mh t t A i > 
] \ 
1 ever mot! 1 NOI ( r 
+ ' + ‘ r i 
pr \ Limit it if j i 
I 
1 } 
} 
5 he different types of war | nm, On 
I 
] 
t 
tn rt r i [ l l ) I 
1 pr hit m > y th 
7 ; Z , TY ] lL, ; -_ + 
On o ler 1.emMs l1laS Da C ) I L 
° " en! all ] rs 
to be spread over several rs. Similarl 
I 
, : ' 1] t 
5 Or ae I ] Mail amo C 
2 | i 
, 1 , 
lar n r than t of a company 
I 
r m¢ It Of | 


ISING THE SCHEME THE SENATI 





1 that lar ntracts would go 
iafr [ ! { all ones to nall 
Act many lar rporations handle small 
if Senat lan were cted, the Jar 
" idoubtedly insist on breaking d } 
ontra I )a nu! ber of ll on a course 
ted to acceler I var eff rt Th Liter 
Senate and H ise plans is nol the creation 
rop of war millionaires, as som« Republic ins 
I 
ted, but the enactment of an effective excess 
which would recapture all exorbitant profits 
I 
if lu ive process ha 1 peen c ny ted 


TIN DIES, THE TEXAS DON QUIXOTE, 
ve met his match in that Iowa windmill, Henry 

The Dies committee’s attack on Wallace's 
Warfare was no more unscrupulous 
irate than the attacks it has made on other per- 

ips. Armed with the 
rican League for Peace and Democracy, which 


ut of existence long ago the Di committ 





| off charges of communism, without proof, against 





five members of the board: and as usual it made a 
"a Wall Street 





| mistake listing as a Communist 









DA! ri \ 


iii i i ( ‘ I I S 
| 
. 4 A i foi 
I | of 
| \ \ ] | { 
| Wh H [ 
f rt by t rC( t ( t B 5 
‘ 1 } 
i > TLidil I i ( [ ( CO I 


i I I r or a Ce 1 . if { 
} = ' , } 
l Will VV i Al) 
f +} } 

» I l LI t i ti I i 
| sail aad mk thon TS : 
I 5 enc ie CONduct OF th ( l 

? . ‘ + 
eged “com tic’’ infl 
} } 1 1 ‘ } ' 
I een Cno 1, 1ONg ag to DI ul > Chd. I 


: +] + LD; i t ) ‘ F ; ; 
} l OUL LUildal ioe « l ; 1h) { 
{ a 
OLY MIS CAC } 1 i¢€ Cli 
s 
1 ] 1 Ts ‘ 
neth r to do \ 1 Wiess O m 
' ' . 
i ich un [ ( thts 5 ( i iI 
| ] r 
BI is as efficient as it should be, it 1 
, ner 
D more than suf nt to y f ra 
I , 
t t t I h ) At ‘ 
[ ( Or Nis I) ICT i 


DESPITE PROTESTS THE STATE DEPARTMENT 


ntinues to give encouragement to Tibor Eckhardt, wh: 
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When Will the “Heads 
Roll”? 


much longer is Donald M. Nelson going to 
Merrill C. Meigs, ex-Hearst Chicago pub- 
varge of aircraft at the War Production Board? 
report made by the Truman committee is only 
of several pleas, some public, some private, for 


crucial sector in the board. 


heen in charge of aircraft since the NDAC 
rvived all the alphabetical reshuffles through 


idea and has a completely 


record. Meigs survives, as do so many of the 


SPAB, and WPB, although he has yet to prod 
undis- 


ONS(ructive 


dollar-a-year men, through one loudly bally- 


hake uP after another, despite Nelson’s promise 
go that heads would roll when he tackled the 
reorganization. 


mportance of aircraft makes the case of Meigs an 


aluminum an 

branch was h 

man for the 

Lehn in Br rt] 

his partiality 
} 


with the bank 


still head of t 


i 


metals.”’ The subc 
mesium branch. In the OPM th 


wm i. 3 


Arth 


nd $ 
n Cc 
id his 


mi 


I 


1 


i i 
i 
1 fay 
i } \N » 
\ \ , > ‘ 
\\ \ i B ] iF 
S i 
' ' 
oa 
} \ r ‘ 
' 
ressure for 
, 
ul 
Th I { 
a rr ‘ 
il ITOT l 
urmed services 1 old OPM 
: 
for the present latior Bu Ol 
1s aircraft and light metals ar 
‘ th [ WPB. Th 
port t tl PB still ; not h 1 
notch aircraft mi ( 
‘ - 
aircrart ivic S il re 
( red by the s In Ww] t] 
, 
Of aircrait plants was 1 f 1 
' P : } ' { 
no attention was paid to t i ( 
| | P ¢ 
ti same time the fa ti oO! | 
' oe eee ee j 
( I 5 who supply ifts na 
7 I 
ly ' t 1 ] mrp! t ¢ f 
f it l Vita Irpianc¢ | irts 
to th t ty or the Dig a mi 
them 
Part of t} ry in aircrait prod mn | 
( ty re > from snort sina { 
f ee . ' 
ni m, in n ier Of Which 1s pr 
I 
<n , : - 
Dp led as ra lly as it 1ould and « l 
I I 
, , 
det rathered, the subcommittee reports n 
] | | + ; v 
dicates that there is still something seriou 
] } bal 4 c \y/ ) ] 
the light-n ction of the War Pro 
: Tree 
Sut sor of t old OPM section which fale 
11 ‘ * ? ‘. 7 ‘ 
ably to an 1 ind pre} ire for the pre 


a 


tunker 

INKC!I | 

) ()f \ if 
littee itself 
ontun d CO 


t 






















BY 


OR ; t ‘ 
for fr ; 
! IT 
} 
t 9 f " 
[ in a | it l 
i aa I 
af 
[ IS Lilt 
{ t rhuman 
ited | for th 
1 
full idvat i ot 
/ i, noe + 
lf n ( 
ley ; 
\ { r 
i or tt OW 
f 1 thie Tf 
} | ' 


India’s Zero Hour 


FREDA 


KIRCHWEY 


| 
rs of the Indian people have 
ith f their ruler Lh f 
1 1 
» dict tert to Britain, but they 
lrive a hard bargain. To « p 
pntation to do so is to demand al 
4 | 
tachment 1 wisdom. They hav 
hour. Their 1 ral desire to tal 


iffer born, not of Britain’s willing 


the justi of the Indian claims 
nth-hour desperation. Add to this 

y claims of par ind caste and 
rroup, and the reasons for hesitation 


1 lay may prove fatal To lay Japa- 


ing bombs on Ceylon and towns 


: | 
coast, Japanese ships are moving 


troops drive 


sly across Burma toward the borders 


hich has given India such immen 

) We + l, YY) | yr ¢ r 
rnas Dro | hal rs much greatc! 
its leaders could | ssibly win. To 


ircumstances, to fight for minor 


ite a disaster in which the futur 


Id be one of the | r casualti 
immering at every te, more 1s 
itors than normal political wi 
yi t Idenly, overnight 


it 1s ] 1 in the I D 
] i 
There ts 1 reason to believe t 
‘* x ’ ! 
India was i f in part the prod 
+ A ] + } 
nsultation. At least it can be 
| ] ) y r 
nad every fi iS a major mel 


the war itself. 
} 
enaecnce 


} 


when 


IC 


India a swarm of problems and conflicts no 


be asked to tackle while 


nr 
i 

‘ 

( 


war. Even to Ist 


he difficu 


1} 


itie 


s th 


comes 


mo. 
hidk 


lunging simultan 


+ 
lat 


way of a workable plan of self-government w 


onstrate the hopelessness of the idea. To give 


full self-government now would be to give In 
ught to New Delhi by Crip 


Axis The offer bri 


fied to meet such ¢ 


Indian Minister of Defense, provides 


Sy | 


is compatible with the stable adminis 


required by war. 
Whether it provides enou 


dians to strong resistance is not so 


= 


years of pacifist teachin obsessec 


(YY 
“> 


inimosity toward Britain, the peop! 


asonable demands 


certal 


believe in the new future that 1s held bi 


are to fight as they must. The 


the sharper the bargaining, the less will | 


of winning their support for the 
< i 
Only prompt, 


cessary miracle in 


+} 
Seis 


terrible 


as 


+ 
trat 


longer the 


' 


; ina 
vigorous, confident 


1\ 


t] 


as much f 


ive 


oh freedom t 


1 





rr 
Ad 
} 

i 4 
rd 
AANA 














6 


Not to be 


1 4 
, A 
‘ ' , 
il ( | » i) i { i 
) u { hel rd Oil 
; 
| \ nd I th t lt l « I ( { 
I 
+ iF r t 
¥ Lf) 4 ina i ‘ 
\ 
t on J oe 2 ot 
Oil of N« Jer I i 
] + 
Cc | 5 com] () [ » nd 
hij s to It 1 and ¢ } 
I 
contrary to the wish f the S LD rt 


hich the Nazis sent spies, medals, and propa- 
films to the Americas, receiving certain important 
I 


Yes sir, and the State Department approved of 


A 


] } + +erce 9 a.” ty 1 
materials on the return trips. Farish’s answer 


very that was made.” 
ie following day the State Department issu d one 
“not to be attributed’’ statements usually rf 
for delicate matters of international policy in 
to which the department would not want to be 
1 even indirectly. The effect of this statement was 
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port Farish and to make it appear that the Standard 

ompany had done a meritorious deed. It was said 

the request of the department the Standard Oil 

made no deliveries to the aviation lines exce] t 

the approval of the department, and then only out 
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n stocks. The aim, the department release went 
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BY G. A. BORGESE 
I’ WE want to win the war it is high time to inquir General Wavell is 1 rted to have said th 
vher 1 when, and how we plan to n victory 1 matter of common ven though, one: 
The record of the professional strategists so far 1s not common sense ts not so common as the tdi 
thoroughly triumphant as to inhibit the layman who If that 1s so, th ronts that h been p 


knows his own limitations. He may humbly hope to be posed to this moment need but brief con 


no | fortunate than the poor Persian nomad who Western Europe is notoriously in the 


it Cyr how t rm Sardis, or the little clergyma German forces. Coups like the her raid <¢ 
rowed Charles ne th iy to outflank the Lang Nazaire, ev if frequently and expen lyr 

lic forts 1 to Italy. (The stories of th no more than pin-pricks in the grand manner 

teur sti ( ve read in The Nation of two doubt to torment the monster but insuft 

) ‘| f mpel Germany to divert a certair 
fy rat r. ¥ n no longer of d from the Russian front to the w 

tisfaction the t rat doctrine of hardly ¢ aust the German resources for def 

| the bl irl lown the enemy offer Retaliation also, with the technique of 


proportions as to cat 1 
re | r litt invas! from the Atlantic coast to the Rhi 
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n Europe unless miracles happen within Ger- 


or the Nazi war machine is extremely damaged on 


nts. The hope that the Russians alone might do 


7] | 1 1 
is on the wane while this most giorious, 1f dolor- 





ian winter 1s yielding to the ominous spring 
tisfaction, we are told, is fermenting again in 
C and Allied forces might find help there. A bridge- 
may add, could be built more successfully in 

open to a large-scale landing and comparatively 

from an immediate German countermarch. But 


ti srob I > chipnp yy “eee 
Ne prot lem of shipping, we all know 


nd interests which thwart the will of the 

owers whenever the necessity of the fight 
l " 4 . +} " = ct 

Sse snores. They are the same passions 1 


lurately conservative or clerical, that impx 


iLaInst Vichy. To this Ce nflict within our- 


a most distressing aspect of this war. The 
ts to the hilt; we fight, as it were, to the | 


1 a number of actions prohibited by ourselves 
\frican march via Dakar has been repeatedly sug- 
It would be more feasible if we had taken Dakar. 

rate this proposal is rather pointless if it 1s 
at North Africa alone. Colonel Kernan’s idea of 
Italy would have been excellent two and a 
ago. But Fascist Italy was cherished by too 
cabinets and general staffs of the ‘‘demo- 


ers. A larger and speedier bus was never 


1 


vhere a baby, not much older than a 


er precocious walker and climber. She ts fon 

the stairs between the first and the second 
house where she lives. Unwatched excursions 
dangerous; therefore a gate has been placed it 


rance. She stops at that. Although she romps 





round and has keen eyes, she has never come to 
sion that she could reach her objective just as 
way of the backstairs, which also lead to the 
floor. No second gate has been needed. That ap- 
gh unprotected, is not tried. 
imes the mental processes of the military mind 
n to those of such a child. One wonders whether 
peless immensity of Asia is a reason sufficient to 
the absent-mindedness of the strategists, prof 


and amateur, all of them peering spellbound 
1 the Atlantic or Eurafrican approach to victor 


discovers the gate that forbids 


robal that in Asia and nowhere else lies the 
| for victory. It is a legitimate hope that th: 
mind of the military High 


ne before the invasion of Russia and 


k by | pan dr ifted a scheme which he called 








the Columbus plan. It was founded on the neglected 1 
tion that the éarth is round. He proposed initia 

against Japan occupation of Indo-China, junction with 
the Chinese armies, dk uble-pronged pressure toward 
Middle and Near East, and, finally ap- 


™ irance of the combined armies on the eastern shor 


Russia and the 


of the Mediterranean, via the backstairs, when a co: 


vergent action from east and west would make the Na 


} 


stronghold crumble. That plan received some authorit 


; 
t indorsements. It now belongs to the past 
ihe same layman, immediately after Pearl Harbor 
: : 
be i L \ I ( if S He Mm i ( S [ i ( SC 101 
} } 1 
He reali 1 that e move fr Indo-Chin s rested 
+ } ) } 1 ry 
he Colut plan, could d shi 1 be castled north 
i 
on the chessboard of war, toward and beyond the land 


me Alaska- and 


of Marco Polo. Indeed, everybody be 
Siberia-conscious soon after Pearl Harbor. As early as 


ly 


Jast January an article in Free World, based on apparently 
gave in detail the German plan for 
an invasion of the United States via the northern Pacif 
Subsequently there has been much public discussion of 
Alaska both as a crucial sector of defense and, with or 
without the support of Russia's Siberian bases, as a base 
for an attack on Japan. 

Defense will not win the war. Its chances in Alas! 
are probably slighter than in most other sectors. It 
highly questionable whether that enormous expanse of 


wilderness could long be successfully held against 3 


vasion thrusts whose objectives the Japanese war lor 
would not confide to us beforehand. There is no reltab!] 
v of parrying a blow at our Pacific defenses unless v 


make of Alaska and of the northern pockets of tl 
Pacific a base for a full offensive, thus forcing Japan 
concentrate on defensive positions in Asia. 

But when the latter proposal is made, what is ge 
erally meant is a “grand air attack’’ on Tokyo, on Japa- 
nese centers of production and population. Air attacks 
have not conquered Britain so far; nor did they, for that 


matter, conquer Madrid. It is fairly probable that no air 


attack would ever grow grand enough to knock out 
Japan. Its centers of production can be decentralized; 


perhaps they are being decentralized while we talk. Its 
people make a point of indifference to wounds and 
death 

The appraisal of the air force as a decisive factor in 
warfare has gone the full swing of the pendulum. For 
a number of years many military men used to think of 
the airplane as little more than a kite. Now many of 
them think of it as a winged deity. Overcompensating 
past errors, they fancy that the god from the machine 
will close the trag dy. 


The air force is to modern warfare, more or less, what 


ry was in the past. This war, like most others, will be 


finally won by the infantries, that is, by the passion of the 
common man inspired by the genius, military and moral, 
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they must be 
usher in a Nazi sun 
The snows on the Russian battlefields and the ice or 
northern routes will soon thaw. Decision must be so 
everywhere in the world, in the long days and s! 
months that are ahead of us. 
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It would be ir 1 indeed if th ir were iost for 
] 1 > f 4) ] . rt . 
lack of ships, for in few fields of the war effort have 


we achieved preater results, after overcoming initial ob- 


stacles. Two years ago naval shipbuilding was the con- 
cern of three separate overlapping bureaus. Blunders, 
red tape, lack of cooperation, and int rminable squal 

bles held up « mpletions. Charles Edison, whose work 


as Secretary aa the Navy has been generally underesti- 
wane consolidated the offending bureaus and enacted 
other salutary reforms. Early rather than delayed deliv- 
ery is now the rule. However, warship building under 
the best conditions is such a tedious process that only 


moderate strengthening of our navy for a three-ocean 


















pi B n fall of 1941 1 than two hundred shipyards. 
Ma 1942, t for 1942 and 1943 A full-fledged offensive is of course comp! 
“ f fr | ) to 22,000,000 tons. pendent upon this shipping program d 

. I I tl _ I ii, i 
\\ mit is 1 I rly 5,0 OO tons wv in 1942 will not be sufficient to enable us 
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rned 19 f rded in industrial miracl one. We should, however, be supplied wi 
full f nit is apparent. Short ships id troops for diversion or 1 
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BY JAMES A. WECHSLER 
OHN L. LEWIS 1 |] bill to the and res} ibility in the struggle again 
C. I. O.: the angry, « ler » directed an unr structed Roosevelt-hater and 
labor reat 1 h has in y creditor. tionist, L s must put the first cour H 
R to | per cay t f [ 1M a hatful of defense bonds and pledg 
Workers for March and Ay 1 that flag, but he cans tolera full part 
me sum from its “debt” to Administr ind F. D. R. This f 
I is t f The 1 e of h riginal f with Murr. 
.. 2 E29 1 For f Pearl H Pr] 
It I f with 
f ls which l to f \ 
M oe eS H h 5 to war effort. | 
ri , ntir labor-1 try | 
C i£@ h ie War I yr Boat Mut 
t A f J re t Cc TO : P , ld 
f | M \ 
n bers ' iti n | \ 
' f 1 ich bro him his fi 1 of I 
ll hel f labor y in January. In hi 
| Murt \ 1 cer A. FF. 6t &. iders I is had f 
. | pl ig] Mut is aware of his plan to ¢t 
inst h George Meany retary-treasurer of the A. | 
I yminal head 1 with Lewis as kingmaker. M 
fut rwhelming 1 kt nothing of the schen pt what he 1 
ee 2 Murray, will newspapers. The ep de shattered any plans for 
1 f rsonal clash in between Lewis and the C. I. O 
ri C; S y says tl Now the battleground steadily enlarges. Le 
f yr Murray wail in th lL We > Organizing Cor 
\ ; t in mot trying to arou Op} n to Murray's I 
ich uught the C. I. O. into van f the S. W. O. C. convention in M 
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} inst of premium pay for w end work. Murt he 
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In th I tim ] 1 1rou mcr 
rf on his “war of nerves He has delivered no 


public orations since Pearl Harbor and held only one pr 
conference, at which he blandly ducked all questions 
thout his future plans except those for the organization 
of farmers. The District 50 newspaper ran a cartoon 
which showed Lewis emerging through the clouds to 
1; the same newspaper likened at- 
tacks on him to the persecution suffered by Christ. All 
this is presumably a build-up for the Second Coming 
ol John L. Lewis 

remains 
nder; the possibility that he may create widespread 
however, is partially, if 


st hopeful develop- 
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havoc is great. His behavior, 
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ace with Hitler’s 


BY LUDWIG LORE 


Su 


1 1 | 4 
of labor's civil war. One member of the gr 
me Ww e ve 


we're moving in that direction. It’s like a man 


,ore sar 4 _ "7 
aore d not tO discuss Organi 


who have separated and then begin to sce ea 
again; they want to be damn sure it will work b 
start living together again.” 

Lewis's current offensive is certain to ha 
powertu 
Hutcheson 


process. Although he still maintains a 
A. F. of L. councils—William L. 

the Carpenters the Lewis-Hutcheson axis | 
enormously weakened by the achievements of t 
Labor Cabinet. It was Hutcheson who worl 
closely with Lewis in fashioning the aborti 

plot; now unity can come only through the 
Green cabinet. This may prove the final ar 
Lewis's challenge. Meanwhile, Murray's most 
course is the prosecution of a vigorous war 

If labor becomes unified in time, and if it 

lecisive place in the war councils, Lewis 1 


under the headin; 


rencrals ? 


1e tials for a revolutionary situation « 
’ ’ 
read \ 1 passive dissati 1 with t 
: ao 1 ; f | 
rl iear of « it 1n } ( mil I 
ind the possibility of creating a united fro: 





ndents, majority Socialists, Democrats, ¢ 
man Nationalists, Strasser Black Frontists, ¢ 


Protestants, Jews, and dissat 
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isfied capitalist 


National Socialist Party contains serious criti 

who, given time, might gain enough strength 

fluence to destroy its solidity. And admit furt ( 
removy 
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of f to fall into their hands 
| i I \ { , I] > i i Nn t 4 
rupulous str > for self-preservation 
| for 1 the fr K of t 
N vill f n | to Hitler as long 
[ { l § of Nazi f ne 
1S I H rs lies written 1n 
t r 4 rman | _ Nazi Ger iny $s de- 
S rk of its 1 hands. For it has 
i 1 bet Prussian Germany's capitulation in 
1806, after the Battle of Jena, has mystified historians 
much as it surprised Napoleon's marshals The German 
army had met no real defeat. The Battle of Jena was a 


single incident—not even on Prussian soil. But the news 
of the surrender broke the back of German resistan 

The fortress of Hameln surrendered to a troop of second 
rate foreign hirelings fighting under the French flag 
eived a false report that Stettin 
Kiistrin, and Danzig fol- 


| ? | ' 
lowed. It was an unparalleled collapse. 
i i 


when its commanders re 


had fallen. Stettin, Spanda 

It happened again in 1918 Observers of the German 
Zusammenbruch have described the orgies of defeatism 
that swept the German ranks. Gen ral Ludendorff, the 


‘trong man” of the German army, bombarded his. re- 
luctant government with telegrams urging immediate 
rotiations and fled to Sweden before the armis- 
tice was declared; soldiers and sailors in Kiel raised the 
red flag ind proclaimed the revolution. Yet at that mo- 
ment Germany's military situation was anything but 
desperate. True, the Allied army under Fo h had won a 
victory which completely disorganized the German front 
in Flanders, but no enemy had yet set foot on German 


soil. Conditions at home were bad, but not nearly SO 


tragic as they were to become two years later when the 
peo} le of Germany bowed unprot« stingly to a govern- 
ment inufactured inflation. It was simply that th 
n c spell of the German army's invincibility had 
been broken. Thousands of soldiers deserted and made 
their ndering supply trains for food, 
s ling te r over tated France and Belgium 

a verital paroxysm of defeat. More than one officer of 
t le in the face of thts 1 

! nt 
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latent forces of opposition in a 


unrestrained surrender. When that day con 


In the Wind 


ASHINGTON IS STIRRING with p! 


fall Congressional elections. In order 


national unity during the campaign it has been 
A 
set up a national elections committee led jointly 


lican and a Democrat. Presumably the committ 


} + rifir ] ] + 
would be to confine the debate as much as pos 
issues and to urge on all candidates full support of ) 


program. At a recent meeting of political lead 
pital the two men suggested to head the com: 


Ca} 
‘endell Willkie and Al Smith. 
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IN THE MARCH NUMBER of Architectural I 
photographs and plans of an airplane-engine fa 
location is given only as somewhere in the Midd 
On another page of the magazine the same plant 
in an advertisement and its address is given. 
THE LOS ANGELES C. I. O. has banned the s 
pers—the Socialist Call, Labor A 


inside headquarters and on the street out 





wing anti-war pa 


others 


THE NATIONAL SINARQUIST UNION, Mexi 
terpart of the Christian Front, has issued a long 
urging all countries in the Western Hemisphere f 
operate. This windy homage to solidarity, how 

ricas should cooperate for 


propaganda.” N. B 


aed tee 


nothing of what the Am« 


to comDat 


Communist 
LEND-LEASE OFFICIALS have discovered that 


1 


to Russia have frequently been tampered with befo: 





American ports. Tanks and airplanes have arrived 


Soviet Union with vital parts missing, and cargoes | 


so badly loaded that they shifted and forced the sh 
back to port. It is suspected that much of the m« 
done by Coughlinites, who are numerous among 


shoremen in some coastal cities. 


G. E. R. GEDYE, formerly Central European cor: 
of the New York Times, was reported a month 
prisoner in Turkey, on charges of conspiracy 


Papen bombing incident. Gedye is not a prisoner 
never arrested. . . . Another story, printed in thi 


and elsewhere, reported that Harper's would n 
i 


Gedye's book on his experiences in Russia. The | 
report that the bool has not been supp: d: it | 


been postponed because the manuscript has not 
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Parker's “Attorneys at Law” (Doubleday, Doran, $2 


The NATION 





very explicit in its animus and speaks witl 
mptuous gusto of a world in which immorality is 
for granted that it is quite without moral ambiguity 
But of the New Yorker writers certainly the mo 
ind morally the soundest is Ludwig Bemelmans. Hi 
Splendide’’ (Viking, $2.50) contains much of his | 
ind one of the most successful stories I know, The 
Entertains the Ballet. Bemelmans is wholly in the old 
ition. He courts the reader with the wit of his 
prose, and of all the writers I have mentioned he is 
one who has an affection for his characters. Out 
humility or courage he has no need to speak with the 
tative voice Of anonymity; he consents to exist as 
than a person and to admit that it is he, Bemeln 


‘ ! 
IS a WOrK., 


Ihe result is that his moral judgments are far le 


4 ’ , 
than his colleagues’ but far more just; they are n 


ay ge er eee hen thev are adverse ther 
and dé erate; even when they are adverse they 
and forgiving. It is, I feel, an important asp 
pt uliar moral tone that he alone of the New Yorf 


1 1 1 } 
creates a world that 1s colored, palj wie, and Tull ¢ 
I 


+} Paes. eye eee nee! 

the others, for all their remarkable sensibility, are 1 
] 

of the senses; their perception is a ind their 


conceived in a kind of worldly puritanism, | 
bodies. But Bemelmans thinks with his senses a1 
even his disagreeable characters the privileges « 
1e magician with his stale cakes and 
quite as much as the ballet girls with the lemon 
tween their toes and their adoration of Pavlowa 
Bemelmans is, in the good sense of the word, 
talent, possibly not much more than a quaint on 
scarcely benefit such a talent to inflate it beyon 
proportions, and yet it seems to me that his work 
tant because in these days its characteristic quality 
Bemelmans, without ever descending to loose et 
without ever losing his worldliness and his satiri 
a kind of healthy contentment with human nature 
in which literary sensibility seems almost to 
upon the frustration of high hopes and to find its 
expression in bleakness, his work, with its bright hur 


stands as both protest and affirmation. 


Winter and Summer 
BY STEPHEN SPENDER 


Within my head, aches the perpetual winte 

Of this violent time, where pleasures freeze. 

My inner eye anticipates forever 

Looking through naked trees and running wheels 
Onto a blank transparent sky 


Leading to nothing: as though, through iron aims 


It was stared back at by the filmy surface 


Of a lid covering its own d pair 


nm so mu 














The Indispensable Century 
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An Exciting, New 
Soviet Novel 


§ romantic story, packed with adventure 


and mystery, reveals much about the new gen- 
eration of Russians who are be ating back the 
Nazi invaders Its sé {tings is time I; ; its themes 


—love and adventure are timeless. $2.75 


"An atmosphere of wonderful lightness and 
flow, with gavety unforced and always enter- 
taining. There is news of Russia here, of its 
mental climate, beyond what we can glean 

‘ ” 
led news columns. 


t 
—Tihe Saturday Review of Literature 


by BENJAMIN KAVERIN 











"EXCITING . ORIGINAL, BOLD 
AND WARM-BLOODED...” 


"It does something to you. Hardboiled and 
tender, this writing represents to me the coming of 
age of an entire school of American fiction, for it 
fuses the tough, the proletarian, the picaresque and 
the sensitive approaches, . . .”’—Chicago Sun. 

This stirring story about an aircraft worker, his 
astonishing family, the plant he works in, superbly 
and understandingly written, sets a breathless pace 


and holds it to the final period. $2.50 


NOW and on EARTH 


A Novel by JIM THOMPSON 


TWO CAPTAINS | 








‘“‘In all soberness this book should 
be read by every American as we 
must look from Pearl Harbor ahead.” 

New York Times 


The first complete, eye-witness account— 
written by an author who knows Hawaii inti- 
mately—of the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor When you have finished this tale 
of incredible heroism, you will know just why 


Ve rl Hlarbor will be fully avenged. $1.25 


Remember 
Pearl Harbor! 


by BLAKE CLARK 


Modern Age Books, 245 Sth Ave., N. Y. C. 
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